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New and novel threats to watch 

• Misuse of geoengineering (to alter climate) could increase climate risks 

̶ Risks: disturbing natural events, wrongful use by states as alternative to reducing CO2 emissions Earther, The Guardian  

̶ Lack of transparency, understanding of the science and governance to regulate practices Carnegie 

• Absence of technologies able to remove CO2 from the air threaten Paris Agreement  

̶ Reduction of new CO2 emissions insufficient to achieve goals: CO2 already in the air also needs to be removed The Economist 

̶ Carbon capture and storage could capture up to 90% emissions – but uncertain impact and risks C2ES 

• Tropical forests from carbon saviour to carbon source  

̶ Forests so degraded they now emit carbon, releasing more carbon emissions than all annual US traffic Science, The Guardian 

• Multiple EU countries retaining coal energy, despite highly negative effects on climate 

̶ 24% of EU’s electricity comes from coal (mainly Germany, Poland, UK): responsible for 75% CO2
 emissions in sector Bruegel 

̶ Increasing pressure growing with initiatives such as Bloomberg’s $50 million fund for ‘war on coal’ Euractiv 
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https://earther.com/could-a-rogue-state-use-geoengineering-to-mess-with-hur-1820432832
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/oct/14/geoengineering-is-not-a-quick-fix-for-climate-change-experts-warn-trump?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://carnegieendowment.org/2017/08/21/understanding-climate-engineering-pub-72846
https://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21731397-stopping-flow-carbon-dioxide-atmosphere-not-enough-it-has-be-sucked-out
https://www.c2es.org/content/carbon-capture/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/358/6360/230
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/28/alarm-as-study-reveals-worlds-tropical-forests-are-huge-carbon-emission-source
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/28/alarm-as-study-reveals-worlds-tropical-forests-are-huge-carbon-emission-source
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PB-2017_05_SimoneTagliapietra-1.pdf
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/bloomberg-pledges-50m-to-help-countries-bin-coal/


For more info please see our Strategic Monitor 2017 

Long term trend: an increase in climate risks 
Multi-factor assessment for the next 5 years (2017-2021) 

https://www.clingendael.org/pub/2017/monitor2017/

