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New and novel threats to watch 

• Ukraine as potential hub for both Islamist and far-right terrorists 

̶ Ex-ISIS members hiding away from Russia, others using Ukraine as training ground Foreign Affairs, Jamestown Foundation 

̶ Either group could benefit from large existing arms trafficking network European Parliament Policy Department 

• ISIS returnees to Balkans makes region vulnerable to terrorism 

̶ Interconnections between terrorism, trafficking networks and Balkan diaspora communities in EU Atlantic Initiative 

̶ Lack of well-developed prevention of violent extremism (PVE) policies Analytica 

• New threats from far right as they improve their organisation and ability to carry out attacks 

̶ Well-organised and networked groups: anti-jihadist ‘training camps’, far-right crowdfunding platforms The Independent, CNN 

̶ Recent examples: French far-right militants arrested over suspicion of terror plot; German soldiers under investigation RFI, DW 

• ISIS women returning to EU posing greater threat than previously thought 

̶ ISIS is changing tactics by giving women more active and violent role Foreign Affairs 

̶ Challenges: possible indoctrination of children, ability to recruit, international networks etc. Netherlands Intelligence Service  
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https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2017-10-27/lives-foreign-fighters-who-left-isis
https://jamestown.org/program/favored-conflicts-foreign-fighters-central-europe/?mc_cid=c8d940d141&mc_eid=d9450ab9e1
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583124/IPOL_STU(2017)583124_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583124/IPOL_STU(2017)583124_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583124/IPOL_STU(2017)583124_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583124/IPOL_STU(2017)583124_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/583124/IPOL_STU(2017)583124_EN.pdf
http://www.atlantskainicijativa.org/bos/images/BETWEEN_SALVATION_AND_TERROR/BetweenSalvationAndTerror.pdf
http://www.analyticamk.org/images/Files/extremism-en-updated-FINAL-web_ceb98.pdf
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/generation-identity-far-right-group-training-camps-europe-uk-recruits-military-white-nationalist-a8046641.html
http://money.cnn.com/technology/divided-we-code/#/?page=alt-tech
http://en.rfi.fr/france/20171018-french-far-right-plot-attack-mosques-migrants-politicians-uncovered
http://www.dw.com/en/german-army-investigates-275-suspected-cases-of-right-wing-extremism/a-38357611
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/syria/2017-09-22/isis-female-suicide-bombers-are-no-myth?cid=soc-tw-rdr
https://www.aivd.nl/publicaties/publicaties/2017/11/17/jihadistische-vrouwen


For more info please see our Strategic Monitor 2017 

Long term trend: an increase in terrorist attacks 
Multi-factor assessment for the next 5 years (2017-2021) 

https://www.clingendael.org/pub/2017/monitor2017/

